
Introducing the Kindred Births Method

A natal chart is pretty well defined by the moment of birth, in which all is captured as a still life, a snapshot 
of the solar system. Natal astrology is focused on this point in time, but what if we step back to view it in a 
broader context, and shift our attention to the planets in motion? The birth moment becomes the center of 
a wider time window in which we become aware of planetary events, like aspect contacts (perfections), 
planet stations and sign ingresses. This is similar to the horary viewpoint when it focuses on planetary events 
around the time of a question, only now we are seeing the natal moment in the context of near-birth events. 

I begin with the question of whether it is possible to discern any parallels between lives with common natal 
planet patterns. The first problem is how to define these patterns, my choice being to make use of  planetary 
events around the birthdate, and to use a time limit/orb of about a week on either side. If astrology is truly 
about time, then the use of a time-based orb shows how it could be made even more clearly about time. The 
time-based orb can provide accurate information about the actual frequency of aspect recurrences, to 
determine their rarity. This also makes it simple to screen out all events but those closest in time. 

In the zodiac, the planetary aspects are based on the simplest geometrical patterns, and combine to form 
more complex ones. When planetary events coincide within 2 or 3 days of each other, they are also 
participating in a different kind of pattern that is time-limited. This pattern I will call a time-figure for lack of 
a better term. The point of using such a narrow time window for events is to first screen out all but the 
closest coincidings of events, and then to include only the birth dates closest to those coinciding events. This 
method is well suited to working with untimed births and uncertainties in reported times, and has been 
developed with that in mind.

find the dates when a time-figure in a chart recurs over a period of centuries, •
find notable births very close to those dates, and •
explore online biographical links to each of them. •

I have developed an astrological method that enables one to: 

This method makes possible a novel type of investigation, based on the idea that recurrences of a time-
figure can reveal similar themes and forces in the life stories of those whose birth charts share that figure. A 
kindred birth is selected from a list of candidates who have the chosen time-figure at birth, the one who 
stands out as the best fit for the native as well as fitting the symbolism of that figure. This person's life and 
quality of soul are seen as a metaphor or omen for the native's, so the biography becomes equal in 
significance to the time-figure itself, and can also be the simplest way to further screen the list.

I had only a vague sense of how this kind of study might work out in practice, until I witnessed the 
fascinating varieties of celestial kinship such as those to be presented here. Finding someone with whom 
you share a time-figure can be a bit like discovering a long-lost ancestor. I've kept asking myself, what does it 
mean to have a kindred birth connection with someone long gone? If it follows the arrow of time, the elder 
is saying something to the younger; it is a one-sided dialogue. To me it is fascinating because this is actually 
very different from what I expected, not that I understand it entirely; more likely, hardly at all. I find a vital 
piece of my soul reflected in a biography, and feel deeply what I have learned from it. 

This remains a unique astrological phenomenon that I am still learning to approach on its own terms. The 
following sections may give the impression that there is a simple algorithm for picking out a kindred birth, 
but the algorithm can do only so much; this requires learning the art of homing in on a clear choice, ideally 
with the help of the native/client. Since Wikipedia leaves out far more births than it includes, an ideal choice 
may not appear, simply due to omissions. But when one choice stands out strongly from the others, it 
becomes apparent even to the less trained eye.

I believe this material can best be presented through a series of studies that show the method in action, so I 

      



Case Studies

Kindred Births: James Hillman and T. S. Eliot

Kindred Births: John Lennon and Robert Musil

Kindred Births: Paul McCartney and Ambrose

Kindred Births: Adolf Hitler and… Jane Austen??

Addendum: Adolf Hitler and Ciro Annunchiarico

Kindred Births: Jorge Luis Borges and Walter Potter

I believe this material can best be presented through a series of studies that show the method in action, so I 
have selected five cases that stand out, which happen to be the very ones that I've done the most writing 
on. All planet events were calculated by commercial aspectarian software using the Swiss Ephemeris. 
Queries, charts and timelines were created with experimental software written by the author. 

I have drawn the aspect symbols on the charts to highlight the particular aspects discussed in each study; 
the colors are meant to match the planets and aspect lines they go with. All of the charts have 0 Cancer on 
the left, simply because this method doesn't make use of chart angles or houses. The lunar aspects are 
omitted because the Moon's aspect contacts are so numerous that they can’t be used to locate times of 
potential kindred births. 

Following the case studies, there is a section entitled The nature of this project which is a little more 
technical; for now, here's one paragraph of it:

This is a simple type of quantitative study that begins with a single nativity as its reference point. It is 
not difficult to compute a rough likelihood that one birth would have the same time-figure as another, 
because this method provides accurate counts for time-figures. In other words, when you know the 
actual counts, you don't have to estimate them statistically. This is a very good thing, to avoid the 
pitfalls of estimating aspect frequencies.  At some point it would be valuable to follow this with a more 
formal study, but at this stage I'm seeking to understand it better on a case-by-case basis.

-- Kyle Pierce 

      



Kindred Births: James Hillman and T. S. Eliot

I have read a few of James Hillman's books, and considering his substantial influence on my thinking, he 
was one of the first subjects I considered for this ongoing series of studies. His natal chart displays a wedge 
pattern, with Jupiter and Neptune closely opposed, the Sun trining Neptune and sextiling Jupiter. I was 
interested in finding another nativity, from a different decade or century, where the same planets are 
making the same aspects.

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hillman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T._S._Eliot


I find that comparing births that are distant in time is much more interesting than studying time twins. And 
even though this is not a search for literal past lives, it still holds a certain intrigue. There is one 3-day 
period that caught my eye when I went looking for charts from the late 1800's, and that is 24-26 Sep 1888, 
when the same configuration of Sun, Jupiter, and Neptune that I just described is repeated (see above 
figure). The poet T.S. Eliot was born on 26 Sep and his name certainly stood out; Eliot is what I call 
Hillman's most notable kindred birth. 

The coinciding of the above three aspect events within such a brief period is unique to late Sept 1888, 
within the 600-year range I'm studying (1500-2100). Since this method is guided by rarity as one principle 
of selection and prominence as another, Eliot was chosen from a list of about twenty persons with 
Wikipedia pages who were born within those few days. I didn't know Dr. Hillman personally, but given my 
impression of him, Eliot was the clear choice. Prominence matters less for someone who knows the native.

Hillman was the first director of the Jung Institute; his training was in depth psychology and his interest in 
dreams was both therapeutic and philosophical. Eliot was an alchemist with archetypes and words, turning 
dreams and visions into poetry; Neptune is the planet most akin to dream life and poetry. So there's a 
kinship here that feels pretty natural when you get to know these two a bit; they explored the pinnacles 
and depths of human experience. When I say they share a rare awareness, it's just that I found no other 
way to say this.

I picked out these quotations as revealing closely related themes:

[Poetry] may make us from time to time a little more aware of the deeper, unnamed feelings which 
form the substratum of our being, to which we rarely penetrate; for our lives are mostly a constant 
evasion of ourselves.

T.S. Eliot

The truer you are to your daimon, the closer you are to the death that belongs to your destiny... 
Perhaps this intimacy between calling and fate is why we avoid the daimon and the theory that 
upholds its importance. 

James Hillman, The Soul's Code

If we may use dramatic metaphors to describe planetary events, we could say that an aspect is like a 
dialogue, or that a station is like a soliloquy. What then is being said between Jupiter and Neptune in 
opposition? It surely touches on those deep aversions to facing the daimon, the unknown and unnamed. 
Jupiter's mission is to recognize and name, to translate a mysterious sighting into familiar terms. Neptune, 
the mother of Mystery, speaks in vague images and atmospherics. The Sun, as Nous, witnesses this 
exchange with its own aspects and makes of this a guiding light.

It's also worth noting that Hillman quoted from Eliot's poetry in at least three places I came across, one 
from an interview and the others from his later books. Though Eliot could well be one of the most quoted 
writers ever, it struck me as significant.

Hillman's chart, showing all the non-lunar aspects that perfected (became exact) within +/- 7 days of birth:

      



Hillman's chart, showing all the non-lunar aspects that perfected (became exact) within +/- 7 days of birth:

There's an aspect line in the chart above for each aspect 
event in this list. So this means that the chart shows a 2-
week period rather than a single moment. The planet 
positions are accurate for the given birth date and time 
(noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births. 

      



Eliot's chart, showing all non-lunar aspects that perfected  within +/- 7 days of birth. Note that it shows the 
same time-figure as Hillman's, except with the Sun behind Jupiter:

      



Kindred Births: John Lennon and Robert Musil

It turns out John Lennon was born in a week when Uranus perfected a trine to Neptune, which would be a rare 
bird in my book, and Venus squared Uranus shortly after. It also happens that Robert Musil, an Austrian author 
born in the 1880's, has the same aspect in the same time-figure. Perhaps they are a pair of kindred spirits, but 
what kind of supporting evidence could I ever find for that? For one thing, this is a rare combination that is 
found in only three brief intervals over the years 1500-2100; two of these intervals fall on their birthdates, and 
one is in the mid-1700s. So, a rare pair of birds.

Then I had the idea of looking online for any reference that mentions both John Lennon and Robert Musil. I 
stared in disbelief at the single actual result of that search: these same two authors were quoted together, 
following the dedication page of a recent novel. There's a writer in Ann Arbor, Steven Gillis, whose novel 
Temporary People was the one that came up when I googled Lennon and Musil. I have acquired that one as well 
as the unfinished Musil masterpiece, The Man Without Qualities.

I tried to contact Gillis, hoping to ask him about his choice of Lennon and Musil quotes. After getting no 
response, I fancied that I could already say what his answer would be; I'd still like to hear his thoughts. But to 
some degree, Lennon and Musil share the kind of dystopic humor that Gillis was perhaps looking for during his 
writing of Temporary People, a story about a future both dark and farcical. Lennon and Musil share attitudes and 
sensibilities that each of them makes distinctive, as they rant about the political state of the worlds they find 
themselves in.

For those interested in astrological details, here are the non-lunar aspects that perfected  within +/- 7 days of his 
birth. The highlighted aspects were used to identify dates of possible kindred births. These charts have not only 
a shared time-figure but also common zodiacal territory, from mid-Taurus to mid-Scorpio. I haven't looked at 
synastry in the other studies, but in this case I found it worthwhile.

There's an aspect line in the chart below for each aspect 
event in this list. So this means that the chart shows a 2-
week period rather than a single moment. The planet 
positions are accurate for the given birth date and time 
(noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births. 

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lennon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Musil


                                         Don't you agree,
                                          Mr. Musil?

  Without a doubt, 
  Mr. Lennon!

      



Musil's chart, showing all non-lunar aspects that perfected  within +/- 7 days of birth:

This just in…

There's more to this story that I can only anticipate now, but… it turns out there's another member of this club, 
and his name is Franz Kafka. His Uranus-Neptune trine is almost as close as the others'. With the addition of 
Kafka, this study gains more literary star-power, and is starting to unfold more as a theme. Welcome to the 
Club, Franz. This study will accommodate this new discovery only in brief, for now (see below).

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Kafka


The Franz Kafka Museum & John Lennon Wall

The above link is the best one I found when looking for "Lennon and Kafka"; these are two of the most popular 
places to go in Prague. Whether we call this poetic resonance or whatever you please, I think it's a great 
testimonial to Lennon's power as a symbolic figure. There are photos of the Wall if you scroll down a few 
screens in the above link. One of them has this caption:

"Covered with grafitti, the John Lennon Wall evolved as a symbol of freedom and rebellion

against the communist regime in the 1980's."

And then there are newly-discovered links between Musil and Kafka, which can be found in a variety of sources, 
but I just copied this one from a current college course catalog. Besides their shared status as "most significant 
expressions of modernity in crisis", Musil admired Kafka's work, advocating for him with his boss, a publisher.

LIT169 CM - Freud, Kafka and Musil

In the writings of the psychologist Sigmund Freud, the fabulist Franz Kafka, and the novelist Robert Musil, 
twentieth century German-language culture produced three of the most significant expressions of modernity in 
crisis. We will study each of these challenging modernists in their historical context, paying special attention to 
the different forms in which they work and the different modes of interpretation they foster.

      

http://scrumpdillyicious.blogspot.com/2016/10/the-franz-kafka-museum-john-lennon-wall.html
http://catalog.claremontmckenna.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=17&coid=22561


Kindred Births: Paul McCartney and Ambrose

Well, that's all great for John, but what about Paul? Sir Paul McCartney's study is less fully developed yet still 
instructive. While both men display huge talent, the contrasts between these two seem telling: Paul seemed 
more engaged in leading the Beatles, while John was driven by his own vision and mission beyond the music.  
Paul is more the music man, says the testimony given here, judging by both John and Paul's kindred births.

Benjamin Baruch Ambrose was a bandleader, as is Paul, and as I was surprised to learn, McCartney's dad was 
also a bandleader. So this one gets extra credit for that fact, but there is another kindred birth, the Indian 
lyricist Shyam Lal Gupta. A bandleader and a lyricist both seem quite fitting for Paul, and while John's list also 
included a lyricist, there's a stronger kinship with a philosophical novelist, a type entirely missing from Paul's 
list. I have also included a list of the candidate kindred births for Paul below.

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_McCartney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrose_(bandleader)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shyam_Lal_Gupta


There's an aspect line in the chart above for each aspect 
event in this list. So this means that the chart shows a 2-
week period rather than a single moment. The planet 
positions are accurate for the given birth date and time 
(noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births.  

Here's a complete list of the births within 
the time window 9/8-9/12 1896:

      



Kindred Births: Adolf Hitler and… Jane Austen?? 

One recent study begins with someone I have been hesitant to include in my collection, perhaps because 
astrologers have taken so many looks at Adolf Hitler; even so, it would feel incomplete without him. So I 
stuck to my standard method, identifying what looks like the rarest of the coinciding pairs of aspects near his 
birthdate. There's an opposition of Mercury to Uranus and a square of Mars to Saturn that occur within a 
day of each other.

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Austen


As a rule, I first look for a recurrence at least 50 years prior to the nativity I'm studying. In this case, the last 
recurrence before his birth was in 1775, more than 100 years earlier. It turns out that only two births are 
within the allowed 5-day window: Francois Marius Granet, a French painter, and Jane Austen, the renowned 
British novelist. Finding a painter seems promising, since young Adolf hoped to make a career as one. But 
Jane Austen? The Jane Austen? That sounds just too bizarre. Is this method giving me gibberish? Is the 
cosmos laughing at me?

There's an aspect line in the chart above for each 
aspect event in this list. So this means that the chart 
shows a 2-week period rather than a single moment. 
The planet positions are accurate for the given birth 
date and time (noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births.   

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Marius_Granet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Austen


What else to do but the same kind of search I'd done before: I googled "Jane Austen and Hitler" to find 
anything that might be out there, linking the two. And as before, I stared in disbelief at the results, of which I 
have included three. All of the links I found were from March, 2017; this topic generated lots of discussion 
around that time:

Jane Austen Has Alt-Right Fans? Heavens to Darcy!

Pride and racial prejudice – why the far right loves Jane Austen

Nazis, Please Keep Your Hands off Our Jane Austen

Bloody hell, says our Jane. I don't know which is more startling, the planetary link between these two, or the 
attitudes brought to light in these articles. This has to be the most provocative of all the findings I've been 
collecting lately, in more ways than one. Looking for possible links between two people who've been dead 
and gone for a very long time, it turns out the only association I can find is the one that became public just 
three months ago, making it to the New York Times, no less. If I'd tried the same search before that, nothing 
real would have shown up. Have you ever had the feeling, looking up at the cosmos, that it's, well, looking 
back at you?

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births. The planet positions are accurate for the given birth date at noon.  

      

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/20/books/jane-austen-alt-right.html?smid=tw-share&_r=0
https://www.theguardian.com/books/shortcuts/2017/mar/21/pride-and-racial-prejudice-why-the-far-right-loves-jane-austen
https://www.themarysue.com/nazis-please-keep-your-hands-off-our-jane-austen/


Addendum: Adolf Hitler and Ciro Annunchiarico

This study continues to surprise me, but at least it's becoming more complete. Today I repeated the same 
query for mid-Dec. 1775 as I did when I began this study last month; there is now, quite unexpectedly, a new 
entry of interest. Ciro Annunchiarico, who is described as a "cult leader" in Wikipedia, is almost too much to 
be believed. At last I can say that the right sort of character has made an appearance here, as someone 
Hitler would likely have admired or emulated. "Papa Ciro" was born the same day as Jane Austen, so their 
noon charts are the same. He was a charismatic, murderous monster; she, a gifted writer. Even though 
clearly they are on different planes, perhaps Jane Austen is also a "cult figure" in her own way. In any case, 
these two have a less interesting parallel than they do with Hitler, born a century later.

My initial take on this newfound kindred birth is that intuitively it's a powerful allegory for that other 
charismatic, murderous monster, Herr Hitler. Both had the power to lay hold of vast crowds and bend them 
to their will. To quote from one source:

In the early nineteenth century, southern Italy suffered greatly from the raids of small gangs of bandits 
who would descend from their hideouts in the mountains of Calabria and Abruzzi to rob travelers and 
to loot the villages... Then, in 1816, a man named Ciro Annunchiarico (d. 1818) became southern Italy's 
greatest nightmare when he claimed the power of Jupiter, father of the gods of Imperial Rome, and 
successfully brought the bandit gangs into a single striking force, leading them to rob, pillage, and burn 
under the banner of the skull and crossbones and the motto, "Sadness, Death, Terror, and Mourning."

By 1817, Annunchiarico commanded 20,000 members of the secret society of the Decisi (or Decided 
Ones) of Jupiter the Thunderer. The men were divided into camps of 300 to 400 members, and 
squadrons of 40 to 60. The society was structured along military lines and strict discipline was 
enforced…

…when word spread of the alleged supernatural powers of their leader, Ciro Annunchiarico, now 
known as Jupiter the Thunderer, men flocked to the mountains to join the lodges of the Decided Ones. 
In order to facilitate the rapid dispersal of his legendary abilities, Annunchiarico secretly used men 
who resembled him to serve as his doubles, dressed in priestly robes exactly like his, so it would 
appear that Jupiter the Thunderer could lead raids in several different places at the same time. He also 
had his personal bodyguard outfitted in devilish costumes, complete with horns and tails, to 
perpetuate the belief that he had the power to command and control demons.

From <http://www.unexplainedstuff.com/Secret-Societies/The-Decided-Ones-of-Jupiter.html> 
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Kindred Births: Jorge Luis Borges and Walter Potter

It has been said that Argentinian author Jorge Luis Borges is the father of Magical Realism as a philosophy and 
style of writing, and as such, surely Borges owes something to Surrealism. He came of age in the 1920's, when 
surrealists and their art were just starting to make appearances in Europe, where he traveled extensively in 
those years. But long before that, there was an Englishman who should earn some kind of recognition for his 
unique variety of proto-surrealism: Walter Potter, a taxidermist who created a museum full of "Victorian 
whimsy", in the form of stuffed rabbits, squirrels, and birds, all dressed up and displayed in several dioramas. 
It became a popular exhibition and continued even after Potter's death.

I don't believe I'm alone in sensing a refined cosmic humor on display in this particular kinship. The idea of an 
underlying theme here was first suggested by the time-figure these men share, namely Saturn opposing 
Pluto, and Venus making a wedge with them both. So if we are acquainted with some of his writing, we 
might agree that Mr. Borges displays a grand fascination with eternal objects and other infinities. I make note 
of this because Mr. Potter not only creates "eternal objects" out of dead rabbits, he then dresses them like 
schoolchildren and places them in a classroom diorama. This in turn reminds me of Borges' more "dioramic" 
stories, each an intricate miniature of some vast or infinite dreamscape. 

If this were a work of fiction, I could of course develop much further this concept of the cosmic Intelligence 
and its sense of humor, in the spirit of one of my favorite writers. But as he once wrote, "The world, 
unfortunately, is real; I, unfortunately, am Borges."

Borges in 1976

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jorge_Luis_Borges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Potter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Potter


There's an aspect line in the chart above for each 
aspect event in this list. So this means that the chart 
shows a 2-week period rather than a single moment. 
The planet positions are accurate for the given birth 
date and time (noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births.   

      



There's an aspect line in the chart above for each aspect 
event in this list. So this means that the chart shows a 2-
week period rather than a single moment. The planet 
positions are accurate for the given birth date and time 
(noon if time is unknown).

The aspect symbols in the chart mark the selected 
events that were used to identify dates of possible 
kindred births.   

      



The nature of this project

I've been asked if this is a statistical research project, since I've made reference to rarity as a guiding 
principle; I also happen to have a degree in biostatistics. However, my approach is not about making 
statistical models in order to predict things, such as the probability that a given observation belongs in 
one group of cases rather than another, which is quite different from the kind of questions I want to ask. 
The most notable difference to me lies in the intention: in my work, a specific individual is selected 
because there is not only the right time-figure but also the right person to fit its character, whatever 
that may be. That person's life and quality of soul are seen as a metaphor or omen for the native's.

If we were to translate this approach into more statistical terms, it could be described as a task of 
finding a time-figure for which the given native is an extreme outlier, and then finding other extreme 
outliers in other recurrences of the same figure, to see what if anything their lives have in common or in 
parallel. Outliers, often regarded as the bane of statistical studies, are instead potential treasures to be 
found with this approach. This distinction comes from the intuition that the way someone stands out 
from the crowd is far more significant for understanding them than are the ways they conform. 

This is a simple type of quantitative study that begins with a single nativity as its reference point. It is not 
difficult to compute a rough likelihood that one birth would have the same time-figure as another, 
because this method provides accurate counts for time-figures. In other words, when you know the 
actual counts, you don't have to estimate them statistically. This is a very good thing, to avoid the pitfalls 
of estimating aspect frequencies.  At some point it would be valuable it would be valuable to follow this 
with a more formal study, but at this stage I'm seeking to understand it better on a case-by-case basis.

A note on time-based aspect orbs: This method treats the first seven days of life as representing, in 
progressed time, a life span of 84 years. So any planetary event within one week will be significant, 
because it corresponds to a date within the symbolic life span of 84 years. This progression rate, 
equivalent to 12 years for one progressed day, was documented by the Babylonians, according to Dr. 
Rumen Kolev.

I believe these case studies, along with many others like them that are private or yet to be reported, 
provide compelling support for my original intent: to find out whether a trained observer (me) could 
make insightful finds when looking for kindred births, using time-figures and locating their recurrences 
in time. This work has also served to refine my sense of the relative rarity of different transiting planet 
combinations, which I have found to be a valuable guide for my astrological intuition.

I will continue to report on this project as I develop it further. For one 

      


